
Immigration and Key 
Documents: An Overview 

A presentation to the Behavioral Health & Homelessness Statewide 
Unified Response Group (BHHSURG) 

11/30/2020 
 

Catherine Chen, Esq. 
Medical-Legal Partnership Clinic 

 



Medical-Legal Partnership 
Clinic 



Agenda 

�  Immigration 101 

�  COFA and the I-94 

�  Lawful Permanent Residents and the “Green Card” 

�  Employment Authorization Card 



Immigration 101 



The Agencies 
•  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
•  Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
•  Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

Department of  
Homeland 

Security (DHS) 

•  Ended in 2002 and became DHS 

Immigration and 
Naturalization 
Service (INS) 

•  Executive Office of  Immigration Review (EOIR) 
Department of  
Justice (DOJ) 



Immigration Statuses Overview 

- Undocumented 
(EWI, visa 
overstay) 

- “Non-
immigrant” status 
(tourist, student, 

temporary 
agricultural 

worker, COFA) 

- “Temporary 
status” (DACA, 

TPS) 

- Asylum/
Refugee 

- SIJ Status 

-U-visa / T-visa / 
VAWA 

 

 

Lawful 
Permanent 
Resident 
(Green 
Card 

Holder) 

U.S. 
Citizen 

- Family visa/“adjustment of  status” 
- Job visa/ “adjustment of  status” 

Naturalization 



COFA and the I-94 



What is COFA “status”? 
�  The Compact of  Free Association treaty creates a 

special way for individuals from the Federated States 
of  Micronesia, the Republic of  the Marshall Islands, 
and the Republic of  Palau to enter, live, and work 
in the United States indefinitely.  

�  All you need is your passport and I-94  

�  Can get employment, driver’s license, and benefits 
like housing and Unemployment Insurance 

�  COFA does not provide a pathway to a green card or 
citizenship 



What is COFA “status”? 
�  Otherwise, all the other laws of  immigration apply. 

�  If  children are born in the U.S., then they are U.S. citizens 

�  They can switch to different “statuses” just like any other non-
citizen 
�  E.g. Their U.S. citizen child turns 21-years-old and can sponsor them for 

a green card 

�  E.g. They are a victim of  a crime and get a U-visa 

�  Subject to the same grounds of  “deportability” and 
“inadmissibility” as other immigrants (e.g., criminal 
convictions– including what you might consider very minor 
crimes!) 



I-94: What is an I-94? 

�  A record of  your arrival into the United States 

�  Has the I-94 number (aka admissions number) 

� For individuals here through COFA, this is the 
document you need to access many things, like 
employment, driver’s license, and benefits 
like housing and Unemployment Insurance  

�  Does not expire!  





Marshallese 



Chuukese 



Pohnpeian 



Before 2013: 
Paper Copy 

After 2013: Online Copy 
Print out within 5 years! 

I-94 Number (aka Admission Number) 

Below 2013: Paper Copy 

What does the I-94 look like?  



From the free CBP FOIA 

What does the I-94 look like?  

I-94 Number (aka Admission Number) 

From the USCIS Application 



Lawful Permanent 
Residents and the 

“Green Card” 



What is LPR status? 
�  An individual with Lawful Permanent 

Resident Status (aka LPR, green card 
holder) can live and work in the 
United States without restrictions. 

�  The LPR status does not expire, 
even if  the card itself  is expired. 

�  Still subject to “deportability” (e.g., 
criminal convictions—including what 
you might consider very minor 
crimes!) 

A-number (aka alien 
registration number, USCIS 
number) 



How do you become a legal 
permanent resident? 

Through a family member who is a US citizen (or in some cases 
LPR):  

•  Spouse 
•  Parent 
•  Children over age the age 21 
•  Siblings 

Through a job that will “sponsor” you for a visa 

Other special circumstances 



Renewing your green card 

�  “Form I-90” application to U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services: https://www.uscis.gov/i-90 

�  There is a still a fee waiver for those who cannot afford 
the fee: https://www.uscis.gov/i-912 



How do you qualify for a fee waiver? 

Three ways: 

1.  A “means-tested” benefit (e.g. SNAP, TANF) received 
by you, your spouse, or head of  household, OR 

2.  Household income is at or below 150% of  Federal 
Poverty Guidelines, OR 

3.  Financial Hardship. 

Need to submit documents for whichever 
category you fall under! 



LPR: The step before citizenship 

Lawful permanent 
resident (LPR) 

(green card holder) 
US Citizen 

�  “N-400” application to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services: https://www.uscis.gov/n-400 

�  There is a still a fee waiver for those who cannot afford the fee: 
https://www.uscis.gov/i-912 



EAD: Employment 
Authorization Document 



What is the Employment 
Authorization Document? 

�  A document from US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) that 
shows that you are allowed you work 
in the US 

�  NOT required for employment if  you 
are from FSM or RMI (through COFA) 

�  Can be used as a form of  ID 

A-number (aka alien registration 
number, USCIS number) 



Thank you! 


